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Christian Reflections to Build your Faith, By Melkisedeck Leon Shine
“html Unlocking God's Guidance: A 15-Step Path to Discernment

Navigating life's complexities with confidence requires seeking divine guidance. For
Christians, this is a cornerstone of our faith, a journey towards clarity, purpose,

and a deeper relationship with God. As Proverbs 3:5-6 wisely instructs, "Trust in the
Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways
submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.” This article provides a
practical roadmap, drawing from biblical examples and principles, to enhance your
ability to discern God's leading in your life.

1. Cultivate Intimacy with God: Just as Jesus consistently sought communion with the
Father, nurture your own relationship with God through prayer, meditation, and
diligent study of His Word. This intimate connection forms the foundation for

receiving His guidance.

2. Surrender Your Will: Echoing Jesus' example in Gethsemane, humbly surrender your
personal desires and plans to God's sovereign will. Trust that His plan surpasses
your own limited understanding and holds a greater purpose.

3. Mine the Wisdom of Scripture: The Bible serves as an unfailing guide, a "lamp unto
our feet and a light unto our path" (Psalm 119:105). Regularly engage with Scripture,
meditate on its meaning, and seek to apply its timeless wisdom to your daily life.

4. Pray for Discernment: Actively seek God's wisdom through fervent prayer. Ask Him
to illuminate your path and grant you the discernment to recognize His leading.
Remember James 1:5's promise of generous provision of wisdom to those who ask.

5. Seek Godly Counsel: Surround yourself with mature Christians who can offer wise
counsel and provide biblical perspective. Their insights can offer valuable support
and challenge your perspectives.

6. Listen for the Still, Small Voice: Like Elijah's encounter (1 Kings 19:12), learn
to recognize God's gentle guidance amidst life's noise. Cultivate quiet times of
reflection and prayer, creating space to hear His still, small voice.

7. Recognize Divine Confirmations: God often confirms His guidance through recurring
themes, scriptural passages, or the convergence of circumstances. Pay close attention
to these confirmations, acknowledging them as His affirmation.

8. Test the Spirits: Discern whether your perceived guidance aligns with biblical
truth, as advised by the apostle John (1 John 4:1). This crucial step protects
against misleading influences.

9. Trust the Peace of God: A profound sense of inner peace, surpassing all
understanding (Philippians 4:7), often serves as a confirmation of God's will. Pay
close attention to this inner witness.

10. Embrace Patience and Wait on the Lord: Cultivate patience, trusting in God's



perfect timing. Like Noah, who persevered through long anticipation, learn to wait on
the Lord's timetable.

11. Seek Wise Counsel: The example of Moses and Jethro (Exodus 18:13-27) highlights
the importance of seeking counsel from experienced and wise individuals. Learn from
the wisdom of others.

12. Seek Confirmation in Community: Engage in worship, prayer, and fellowship with
other believers. God often speaks through the collective wisdom and discernment of
the church community.

13. Cultivate Humility: Model King David's humble approach to seeking God's guidance
and repenting when necessary (Psalm 32:8-9). Humility is essential for receiving
divine direction.

14. Embrace Correction: Be open to correction from God and others, recognizing its
role in personal growth and aligning your life with His will. Correction is often a
pathway to deeper understanding.

15. Trust God's Perfect Plan: Ultimately, trust in God's perfect plan for your life.

As Jeremiah 29:11 assures us, "For | know the plans | have for you, declares the
Lord, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”
Embrace this truth with unwavering faith.

May these fifteen steps guide you as you seek God's guidance. He desires to lead you,
offering His wisdom abundantly. Approach Him with a sincere heart, trust His
promises, and experience the profound blessings of following His divine leading. May
God richly bless your journey!
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