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The Call to Discipleship: Following Jesus' Example in Word and Deed ??

In a world that often pulls us in different directions, it can be challenging to stay
focused on our faith and to live as true disciples of Jesus Christ. However, the call
to discipleship is a powerful reminder of our purpose, encouraging us to follow
Jesus' example in both word and deed. Let's dive into this topic and explore 15
points on how we can embrace discipleship in our daily lives, using biblical examples
and teachings as our guide.

1 Jesus' Call: Just as Jesus called his first disciples, he is calling us today to
follow him. Mark 1:17 says, "And Jesus said to them, 'Follow me, and I will make you
become fishers of men.'"

2 Surrendering to God: Discipleship begins with surrendering our lives to God. We
must let go of our own desires and submit to His will. Romans 12:1 reminds us, "I
appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship."

3 Learning from Jesus: As disciples, we should seek to learn from Jesus' teachings
and example. Matthew 11:29 says, "Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am
gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls."

4 Serving Others: Jesus' life was marked by selfless service, and as his disciples,
we are called to do the same. In John 13:14-15, Jesus says, "If I then, your Lord and
Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. For I have
given you an example, that you also should do just as I have done to you."

5 Loving God: Discipleship requires us to love God with all our heart, soul, and
mind. Matthew 22:37-38 says, "And he said to him, 'You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great
and first commandment.'"

6 Loving One Another: Jesus commanded us to love one another as he loved us. John
13:34-35 says, "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I
have loved you, you also are to love one another. By this, all people will know that
you are my disciples if you have love for one another."

7 Trusting God: As disciples, we must trust in God's plan, even when it's difficult.
Proverbs 3:5-6 reminds us, "Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on
your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight
your paths."

8 Spreading the Good News: Jesus commissioned his disciples to spread the good news
of the Gospel. Mark 16:15 says, "And he said to them, 'Go into all the world and
proclaim the gospel to the whole creation.'"



9 Walking Humbly: Discipleship requires humility. Philippians 2:3-4 says, "Do nothing
from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than
yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests but also to the
interests of others."

? Standing for Truth: Just as Jesus fearlessly stood for truth, we must do the same.
Ephesians 6:14 says, "Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth."

11 Forgiving Others: Jesus taught the importance of forgiveness, and as disciples, we
should extend forgiveness to those who have wronged us. Matthew 6:14 says, "For if
you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you."

12 Praying Continually: Jesus emphasized the importance of prayer, and it should be a
vital part of our discipleship journey. 1 Thessalonians 5:17 says, "Pray without
ceasing."

13 Seeking Wisdom: Discipleship involves seeking wisdom and understanding from God.
Proverbs 2:6 says, "For the Lord gives wisdom; from his mouth come knowledge and
understanding."

14 Fleeing from Sin: We are called to flee from sin and pursue righteousness. 1
Timothy 6:11 says, "But as for you, O man of God, flee these things. Pursue
righteousness, godliness, faith, love, steadfastness, gentleness."

15 Embracing the Cross: Discipleship often comes with challenges and sacrifices.
Jesus said in Matthew 16:24, "If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and
take up his cross and follow me."

As we embark on our discipleship journey, let us remember the words of Jesus in
Matthew 28:20, "And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age."

May you find joy in following Jesus' example, and may your life be a testament to His
love and grace. May God bless you abundantly on your journey of discipleship. ??
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