
AckySHINE.com

The Great Toilet Paper Shortage of 1973: Panic
Buying and Empty Shelves

By Melkisedeck Leon Shine · July 3, 2023

1000+ Inspiring Real Stories · Inspiring Historical Stories From all Over the World

? January 1973: The Great Toilet Paper Shortage Unleashed Panic Buying and Empty
Shelves ??

In the annals of history, there are a few events that left an indelible mark on the
world. Among them, the Great Toilet Paper Shortage of 1973 stands tall, or should we
say, rolls tall. This peculiar incident, filled with panic buying and empty shelves,
sent shockwaves through households and perplexed even the most level-headed
individuals.

It all began innocuously on a chilly winter day in January 1973. Americans awoke to a
startling headline on their newspapers: "Toilet Paper Crisis Looms Over the Nation."
Initial reactions ranged from bemusement to outright disbelief. Surely, this was a
joke, a satirical headline to lighten the mood amidst the political turmoil of that
era. But alas, it was not.

The seeds of this calamity were sowed months earlier, in a quiet town called Green
Bay, Wisconsin. A four-day truckers' strike in late 1972 resulted in a temporary
disruption of toilet paper deliveries, causing minor disturbances. However, the stage
was set for a perfect storm when, on January 17th, 1973, Johnny Carson, the beloved
host of The Tonight Show, made a lighthearted quip about a potential toilet paper
shortage during his monologue.

? January 19th, 1973: Panic Strikes ?

Carson's words, though intended as jest, unleashed a wave of mass hysteria across the
nation. In a matter of hours, supermarket parking lots transformed into
battlegrounds, as anxious shoppers jostled for the last rolls of toilet paper within
their grasp. Panic buying was in full swing, leaving store shelves devoid of the
soft, delicate rolls that people had taken for granted for so long. ???

? January 20th, 1973: The Unquenchable Demand Continues ?

As the sun rose on the next day, the panic showed no signs of abating. Desperate
shoppers desperately searched for any remaining rolls of toilet paper, their
expressions teetering between frustration and despair. News outlets seized the
opportunity, sensationalizing the crisis with headlines screaming, "Empty Shelves:
The Toilet Paper Apocalypse!" ???

? January 23rd, 1973: The Government Intervenes ??

With the nation in the grip of toilet paper mania, the federal government stepped in
to restore order. The Secretary of Commerce, Frederick B. Dent, made a public
statement urging citizens to remain calm and assuring them that the shortage would be
temporary. The government even contemplated importing toilet paper from abroad to
meet the overwhelming demand.



? February 1973: The Return of Toilet Paper ??

Gradually, sanity prevailed, and the toilet paper shelves were replenished. The
crisis had finally abated, leaving behind a trail of uncertainty and countless
anecdotes to be shared around dinner tables for years to come. The Great Toilet Paper
Shortage of 1973 became a cautionary tale, reminding future generations of the
collective madness that can arise from the scarcity of even the humblest of household
items. ??

As we reflect on this peculiar slice of history, let us remember the Great Toilet
Paper Shortage as a reminder of the power of suggestion and the remarkable ability of
panic to empty both shelves and rationality. Let it serve as a gentle nudge to ensure
we appreciate the simple treasures of life, like the comforting presence of a soft
roll of toilet paper waiting for us in the bathroom. ??
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