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? June 11, 1963: The sun rose slowly over the infamous Robben Island prison, casting
long shadows on the cold concrete walls that held Nelson Mandela captive. Little did
the guards know that behind those walls lay not just a freedom fighter, but a man

with an incredible sense of humor and a mischievous spirit.

?7?7?7? One chilly morning, Mandela decided it was time to test the limits of his prison
guards. On August 5, 1962, he made a daring escape from the clutches of his captors.
With the agility of a cat, he scaled the walls and slipped through the barbed wire,
leaving the guards dumbfounded. ????

????Evading capture, Mandela hid in a boat and sailed away to freedom, leaving the
prison guards scratching their heads in utter disbelief. However, just a few months
later, on October 14, 1962, he was recaptured and returned to Robben Island, much to
the chagrin of the authorities. ?7?

? July 18, 1918: Nelson Mandela, born into a world filled with inequality, had a

spirit that couldn't be broken. Despite the harsh conditions, his sense of humor
remained unwavering. Mandela would often entertain his fellow inmates with hilarious
stories and quick-witted remarks, bringing laughter to an otherwise gloomy
environment. ??

???? Mandela's mischievous nature extended beyond the prison walls. In 1964, during
the infamous Rivonia Trial, he used humor to expose the ludicrousness of apartheid
policies. After being asked by the prosecutor if he would be willing to serve under a
black president, Mandela retorted, "I would be prepared to die for such a principle,

sir, but my friend Oliver Tambo has made it clear that | would be redundant in that
regard." The courtroom erupted in laughter, puncturing the pompousness that had
dominated the proceedings. ????

? Mandela'’s political pranks were infamous. In 1994, as South Africa prepared for its
first democratic elections, he played a prank on his fellow political leaders. During

a high-level meeting, Mandela slipped a whoopee cushion under the chair of President
F.W. de Klerk. As de Klerk sat down, the room erupted in laughter, momentarily
breaking down the barriers of political tension. ??

? April 27, 1994: The day had arrived. After decades of struggle, South Africa was

ready to embrace democracy. As Nelson Mandela stood before a crowd of thousands, his
heart filled with hope and joy. The amusing anecdotes of his prison escapes, sense of
humor, and political pranks had become an integral part of his legacy, showcasing his
resilience and indomitable spirit. ???

?? Today, we remember Nelson Mandela not just as a political icon, but as a man who
brought lightness and laughter to even the darkest moments. His ability to find joy
in the face of adversity serves as a reminder that even in the most challenging



times, a sense of humor can be a powerful weapon. ??
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