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Christian Reflections to Build your Faith, By Melkisedeck Leon Shine

Fifteen Pillars of Discipleship: Embracing Christ-Centered Living and Evangelism

This article explores the multifaceted nature of Christian discipleship, moving
beyond mere adherence to religious rituals and delving into the practical application
of faith in daily life. We will examine fifteen key principles derived from biblical
teachings, emphasizing their significance in personal transformation and effective
evangelism. Central concepts include spiritual formation, the process of growing in
Christ-likeness; agape, selfless, unconditional love; and missional living, the
active engagement in spreading the Gospel. We will also draw upon relevant
theological frameworks, such as the Great Commission and the concept of the
"priesthood of all believers," to contextualize these principles within a broader
theological landscape.

The foundation of discipleship rests upon a robust personal relationship with God.
This is achieved through consistent prayer and diligent study of Scripture. This
practice fosters spiritual intimacy, enhancing discernment and guiding
decision-making. This aligns with the concept of Lectio Divina, a method of prayerful
reading of scripture that encourages deep reflection and contemplation, leading to
transformative personal understanding. Applying this practically involves setting
aside dedicated time for both private prayer and scripture study, allowing for
introspection and genuine connection with God.

Ethical living, reflecting God's character, is an essential component of
discipleship. This involves striving for moral integrity, aligning actions with faith
and values. This resonates with the ethical framework found in the teachings of
Jesus, where outward actions are seen as reflections of inner convictions. This
necessitates a continuous self-assessment and commitment to ethical decision-making,
guided by Christian principles and values.

Seeking guidance from the Holy Spirit is crucial in navigating life's complexities.
This involves prayerful consideration, seeking wisdom and discernment in
decision-making. This can be understood through the lens of spiritual gifts, where
individuals are empowered by the Holy Spirit to operate in various capacities.
Practically, this means pausing for prayerful reflection before making important
choices and being open to God's leading.

Demonstrating unconditional love, mirroring the sacrificial love of Christ, is
central to discipleship. This entails extending compassion, empathy and forgiveness
to all, regardless of background or circumstance. This is grounded in the concept of



agape, a selfless, sacrificial love that transcends human limitations. Applying this
involves proactively seeking opportunities to serve others and to extend grace in
challenging situations.

Forgiveness, a cornerstone of Christian faith, is essential for personal growth and
reconciliation. It mirrors God's grace and mercy, releasing bitterness and
resentment. This concept is foundational to the process of healing, both personally
and in relationships. Practically, this involves active and intentional efforts to
forgive those who have wronged us, even when difficult.

Proclaiming the Gospel, conveying the good news of salvation, is a vital aspect of
discipleship. This requires courage and compassion, always being prepared to
articulate one's faith. This aligns with the Great Commission, the mandate given by
Jesus to his followers to spread the Gospel to all nations. This necessitates
developing effective communication skills and cultivating a heart of compassion for
those who do not yet know Christ.

Selfless service, mirroring Christ's humility and servitude, is a powerful witness.
This involves actively seeking opportunities to serve others' needs without
expectation of reward or recognition. This aligns with the concept of servant
leadership, where leaders prioritize the needs of those they serve. This requires a
shift in mindset, placing the needs of others above personal desires.

Acknowledging one's dependence upon God, recognizing all blessings as gifts, is
paramount. This involves avoiding arrogance and cultivating a spirit of meekness.
This is crucial for spiritual growth and fosters a spirit of gratitude. Practically,
this requires continuous self-reflection and a conscious effort to avoid pride.

Striving for reconciliation and harmony in relationships is a core Christian value.
This involves active conflict resolution and fostering unity. This principle is
rooted in the Beatitudes, emphasizing blessings for those who strive for peace. This
involves proactive efforts to resolve conflicts and promote harmony in personal
relationships and communities.

Trusting in God's provision, finding contentment regardless of circumstances, fosters
a deep faith. This aligns with the principle of faith and trusting in God's
providence. Practically, this involves developing a grateful heart and focusing on
spiritual riches rather than material possessions.

Radiating hope and encouragement to those around, living a life that reflects



Christ's love, is a powerful form of witness. This directly relates to the parable of
the light on a hill. This involves making conscious choices to live in a way that
reflects God's love and brings hope to others.

Submitting one's will to God's plan, trusting His wisdom over personal understanding,
is foundational to a life of faith. This aligns with the concept of surrender and
trusting in God's sovereignty. This requires a willingness to relinquish control and
trust in God's plan for one's life.

Reader Pool: How might the integration of these fifteen principles into different
societal structures (e.g., education, government, business) contribute to a more
Christ-like world?
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